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USDA Designates Yavapai County, Arizona, as 
Primary Natural Disaster Area 
This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to 
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can 
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the refinance of certain debts. 
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value 
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3 
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional. 

Impacted Area: Arizona 

Triggering Disaster: Drought 

Application Deadline: Jan. 13, 2023 

Primary Counties Eligible: Yavapai 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.BKVEJoSimTAapA6NhVIP2g-sjBcl3pQeZrEps1u0izw/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9zaXRlL25hdGlvbmFsL2hvbWUvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.P_97eBsNMdDf_je34MEpEFVIkt-N7LSHZeVINB3KjqE/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JtYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.V9Kt1c9ZsgDKHm1vdZbBCPnofe91DVItN6rZI4ytCWY/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l


Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: Arizona: Coconino, Gila, La Paz, Maricopa and 
Mohave 

More Resources 

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact 
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. 

 
USDA Designates Maricopa County, Arizona, as 
Primary Natural Disaster Area 
This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to 
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can 
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the refinance of certain debts. 
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available and repayment 
ability. 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value 
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3 
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional. 

Impacted Area: Arizona 

Triggering Disaster: Drought 

Application Deadline: Jan. 31, 2023 

Primary Counties Eligible: Maricopa 

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: 

Gila                                     Pima                    Yavapai 

La Paz                                 Pinal                    Yuma 

More Resources  

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact 
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local  USDA 
Service Center. 

  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1wcm9ncmFtcy9lbWVyZ2VuY3ktZmFybS1sb2Fucy9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.PEWgv24w2iNflxe3zny_4JW3930Agj9oeV8AVb8V-LA/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
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Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations 
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local 
County Committees  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting 
nominations for county committee members. Elections will occur in certain Local 
Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban 
or suburban area. 

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs are 
administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022.  

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the LAA 
that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A 
cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or 
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. 
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also 
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning farmers 
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA 
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day 
operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster 
programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office 
employment and other agricultural issues.  

Urban and Suburban County Committees 

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees as well as make other 
advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees specifically 
focused on urban agriculture. The urban county committees will work to encourage and 
promote urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices. Additionally, the 
new county committees may address areas such as food access, community engagement, 
support of local activities to promote and encourage community compost and food waste 
reduction.  

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers in 
the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members will provide outreach to ensure urban 
producers understand USDA programs and serve as the voice of other urban producers and 
assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing urban community.    

The following urban and suburban county committees will hold elections this year Phoenix, 
Atlanta, New Orleans, Minneapolis-St. Paul, St. Louis, Albuquerque, N.M., Cleveland, 
Portland, Ore., Philadelphia, Dallas and Richmond, Va.   

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.i8IVULBFg33QjwHXeczE2bD1YXy2gZG5IYpimU17BGU/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l


USDA recently announced six new urban county committees in Chicago, Detroit, Grand 
Rapids, Los Angeles, Brooklyn, and Oakland. Elections will be held for these locations at a 
later date.  

Learn more at farmers.gov/urban.  

 More Information  

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban 
farmers should use an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. The form and other 
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7, 2022. Producers can find 
their local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.  

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring 
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, 
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, 
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.   

 
FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP)  
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling 
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty 
miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained 
for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A 
county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy51c2RhLmdvdi9tZWRpYS9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlcy8yMDIyLzA2LzAzL3VzZGEtYWR2YW5jZXMtZm9vZC1zeXN0ZW0tdHJhbnNmb3JtYXRpb24tNDMtbWlsbGlvbi11cmJhbj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.NucoSiTFY_yHFkH6SWPiJUmQE3tGZZXt7L3WBfqr7Rs/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi95b3VyLWJ1c2luZXNzL3VyYmFuLWdyb3dlcnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.kGYp1BCmu3O44Oiy0tARjOLlwchS13kb2qXuReMIZgc/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0xitB71-7ATJFNQLT41Kh9v-K7_UMyy8go8fuL5t7QM/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.PF8CVh1YYGPsSVn9oE1EFsxWePBBelGcnlTdCPPivRo/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292Lz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.k9tJ41WW93tmlgbIBtRdjVNMjEpzvCnnehauCFmnLxI/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l


consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time 
during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and 
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible 
livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering 
systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not normally 
require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with personal labor, 
equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation fees. Cost of the 
water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national average price per 
gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses 
for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 
miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above 
what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-
drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING LIVESTOCK TO 
FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new 
location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. 
Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and 
subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their 
county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For 
ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and 
receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of 
transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to 
forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office 
for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can 
benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding 
ELAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase 
Equity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better 
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These improvements 
are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, including farm loans that 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..dSp20jwrPod3aizV5nSDXe7GYPN1Nps5PX5epTs1BV8/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l


provide important access to capital for covering operating expenses and purchasing land and 
equipment.   

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan borrowers, 
who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance on a material 
action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers may have been 
required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan with higher interest 
rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.   

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency 
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide 
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to 
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which 
was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for the 
loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully 
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in 
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.   

Additional Updates   

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has 
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously 
implemented include:   

• Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm 
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.  

• Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a 
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.  

• Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.  
• Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain eligibility 

for an Emergency loan.  
• Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural 

Certified Mediation Program. Additional information on these changes is available in 
the March 8, 2022 rule on the Federal Register.  

More Background    

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. 
Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment 
to discuss loan options.   

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of past-
due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the economic 
hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTQuNjA3ODkwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZWRlcmFscmVnaXN0ZXIuZ292L3B1YmxpYy1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLzIwMjItMDQ4NTgvZmFybS1sb2FuLXByb2dyYW1zLWRpcmVjdC1hbmQtZ3VhcmFudGVlZC1sb2FuLWNoYW5nZXMtY2VydGlmaWVkLW1lZGlhdGlvbi1wcm9ncmFtLWFuZC1ndWFyYW50ZWVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.6trH4jGECrG8VwkfcOq39ff07X12ypVf1qYs2K0-Aio/s/1039002400/br/141058640025-l
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FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA 
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ Property 
Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land 
ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish partnerships 
with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically underserved 
farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in participation by historically 
underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key 
pandemic assistance program, since April 2021. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an 
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants. 

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group 
without regard to his or her individual qualities. 

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
 

 

 
Arizona / FPAC USDA 
230 N. 1st Avenue, Suite 506/509 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1726    

  

Arizona Farm Service Agency 

 Phoenix Office: 602-285-6300 

  

Arizona Natural Resource Conservation 
Service 

 Phoenix Office: 602-280-8801 

Risk Management Agency   



Davis, CA Office: 530-792-5870 
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